|BASEBALL 


1994 SEASON OUTLOOK 


Anybody who understands baseball knows the secret to 
winning. Regardless of the overall strength at all the other 
positions, pitching holds the key to a team’s success. And 
for the Salisbury State University diamond men, improving 
a team ERA of 6.90 last season will be the most important 
priority in 1994. 

The Sea Gulls did a number of other things well last sea- 
son, finishing with a respectable .262 batting average while 
also showing good power and defense. In fact, SSU finished 
sixth in the nation in double plays turned (32 total, 1.14/game) 
and 14th in home runs (26 total, 0.93/game). Regardless, 
the key to improving on 1993's 12-16 record rests with the 
hurlers. 


“| think we've got a stronger pitching staff than last year,” 


said Deane Deshon, entering his 31st year as head coach 
of the Sea Gulls. “Our season will hinge on how they do.” 

Deshon will depend on a seven-man staff this year, high- 
lighted by three returning right-handed seniors. Bill DeAtley 
(3-2, 3 saves in '93) and Bill Caine are both contenders for 
a spot in the starting rotation. Pat Fachet (2-2), who started 
in the rotation last season, will probably serve more in relief 
this year. 

Mike Sullivan, a junior left-hander, will assume a full-time 
pitching role this year after splitting time between the mound 
and the outfield in '93. Sullivan's live arm and nearly flawless 
pitching work last year (6.1 innings, no earned runs) promp- 
ted the switch. 

Newcomers Lee Stanley, Chris Yagesh and Keith 
Zukowski will round out the staff. All three could see action 
as starters or relievers. Deshon is also committed to using 
Derek Yobst, the team's starting second baseman, in short 
relief. 

“We'll use Derek for two or three outs,” said Deshon. “He 
throws strikes and has a good breaking pitch.” 

Among the everyday positions, the infield returns three of 


five starters who helped set a new team record for double . 


plays. Senior Jerry Nicklow (.203, 4 HR, 10 RBI) will be 
counted on for greater offensive production. Yobst, coming 
off a productive .306 year, adds a stabilizing senior presence 
at second. 

Sophomore Damon Garrison (.346 in 26 ABs last year) is 
slated to take over full time at shortstop, Junior Brian Holla- 
mon, SSU’'s 1993 MVP, moves from short to third. He batted 
.3825 while leading the team in hits (29), runs (17) and RBI 
(21). Newcomers Bill Fennelly and Matt Merritt are slated to 
be the top infield backups. 

“Our infield defense, which was pretty good last year, 
should be even better this season,” said Deshon. “My goal 
for the team is to field .950, and | think we have the skill to 
do that.” 


On the Cover: The 1994 team captains, from left to right: Bill DeAtley, 


David Shull and Brian Hollamon. 


1994 SEASON OUTLOOK 


Junior Ed Stephen, looking to bounce back after an injury- 
plagued '93 season, is the only returnee among the three 
catchers. Newcomers Bill Ewe and Paul LaVigne were both 
impressive in preseason drills and could see considerable 
duty. 

“| really can’t tell who will be No. 1 behind the plate,” said 
Deshon. “All three are good hitters; however, it’s such a 
critical position that we have to utilize the best defensive 
player." 

In the outfield, two of three positions will probably belong 
to seniors David Shull and Mike Franklin, Shull hit .313 while 
finishing third on the team in hits (21) and fourth in walks 
(10). Franklin, who tied for the team-lead in walks (11), will 
look to improve on his .227 average as well. 

Junior Mike Brogden may have the inside track on the 
third starting spot since his bat appears to be too valuable 
to keep out of the lineup. Despite hitting just .216, Brogden 
had three homers and 10 RBI in just 37 at-bats. Matt Cris- 
cimagna, Kevin Powell and transfer Jonathon Joines are also 


available. 
“This is an older ballclub with plenty of experience,” said 


Deshon. “These guys are anxious to have fun and be suc- 
cessful this season. | think we've got tough outs throughout 
the lineup, top to bottom, and we should be able to duplicate 
our power of last year.” 

SSU's season-opener on March 5 will kickoff an early run 
of six straight home games. In all, the Gulls play 11 of their 
first 12 games in their refurbished home park. Already among 
the best Division III facilities in the East, off-season improve- 
ments to Sea Gull Field include a new astroturf infield and 
a new scorer's booth/press box behind home plate. 

Traditional rivals Frostburg State, Wesley and Virginia 
Wesleyan return once again to the '94 slate. Having now 
joined the Capital Athletic Conference, Salisbury’s schedule 
also features games against most of its CAC opponents, 
namely Mary Washington, St. Mary's, York, Catholic and 
Gallaudet. 

The annual spring trip through Virginia and North Carolina 
features five games in five days to close out the first month 
of the season. 


1994 ROSTER 


No. Name Yr Hgt Wot B 1k Hometown High School 
Infielders 
20 Bill Fennelly Fr 5-9 R R Baldwin, NY Baldwin 
21 Matt Merritt So 6-0 R R Royersford, PA Spring-Ford 
23 Brian Hollamon Jr 6-1 R R Millsboro, DE Sussex Central 
29 Damon Garrison So 5-8 R R Tasley, VA Nandua 
41 Jerry Nicklow Sr 6-0 205 R R Glen Burnie, MD Arundel 
Outfielders 
19 Jonathon Joines Sr 6-0 L R Georgetown, DE Sussex Central 
28 Mike Brogden Jr 6-2 200 R R Hanover, MD Meade 
30 Matt Criscimagna Et 6-0 215 R R Annapolis, MD Annapolis 
33 Mike Franklin Sr 5-10 R R \jamsville, MD Linganore 
39 Kevin Powell So 5-11 R R Severna Park, MD Meade 
42 David Shull Sr 6-0 R R Denton, MD North Caroline 
Catchers 
27 Ed Stephan Jr 5-11 R R Wilmington, DE Salesianum 
31 Paul LaVigne So 5-9 R R Delmar, MD St. Mark’s (DE) 
32 Mike Jeffers So 6-1 R R Gaithersburg, MD Gaithersburg 
38 Bill Ewe Fr 5-10 R R Pitman, NJ Pitman 
Pitchers 
24 Jim Berwick Jr 6-0 R R Pitman, NJ Pitman 
25 Lee Stanley So 6-2 R R Fairfax, VA Hayfield 
26 Keith Zukowski Fr 6-0 R R Lanham, MD Eleanor Roosevelt 
35 Bill DeAtley Sr 6-0 R R Waldorf, MD LaPlata 
40 Bill Caine Sr 6-0 R R Salisbury, MD James M. Bennett 
44 Mike Sullivan Jr 6-3 S$ L Wantagh, NY Wantagh 
45 Chris Yagesh Fr 6-3 200 IIs (la Gaithersburg, MD Quince Orchard 
46 Pat Fachet Sr 6-1 225 R R Bowie, MD Bowie 
1993 STATISTICAL LEADERS 
Average RBI 
Jamie Evans . * Brian Hollamon 


"Indicates returning letter-winner 
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Damon Garrison . . 
Brian Hollamon . 
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Runs 
Brian Hollamon 


Ed Stephan... . 

David Shull .... 

Dusty Harbaugh : 
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Hits 

Brian Hollamon 29 
Derek Yobst 27 
David Shull... . 21 
Dusty Harbaugh 21 
Jamie Evans ....... ‘ 15 
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Derek Yobst ..... ee Ber . 
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Extra Base Hits 
Dusty Harbaugh 
Derek Yobst ......... oaks ads eee 
Brian Hollamon . 
Jerry Nicklow..... 6 
Mike Franklin . . . ae 
Strikeouts (Pitching) 
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Bill DeAtley . 
Tom Keating 
Jeff Garrett ........ ve ne 
PatFachetea ste ia sem teas casemate maniacs 


COACHES SSU RECORDBOOK 


DEANE DESHON Season 
HEAD COACH Hittin 
Now in his 31st year at Salisbury State Hand 


University, Head Coach Deane De- om Ns eee ieoe 
shon is the 12th winningest active Di- Hits 68 ice Plummer 1977 
vision Il baseball coach, having T f : 
otal Bases 97 Robin Knight 1976 
amassed a 471-383-12 career record, ' Doubles 1Om Briana 1978 
Deshon has guided his teams to win- mrigies 6 ieee Sanene 1977 
* ning records in 19 seasons, including Bane Runs 40 RobinKnight 1976 
) =a 13 of the last 18 years, and his teams ‘ RBI 52 Jat WWinene 1985 
have averaged 18 wins per season since 1976. Salisbury Walks 39 mete relufatt 1977 
State won the Eastern States Athletic Conference champion- Iarace ATS elpricaiathews 1988 
ship four times in seven years before the conference ceased Bie aacee i 42 Mike Shockle 1990 
operations in 1993. y 
SSU has visited the NCAA Tournament five times since Pitching 
1977, and appeared in the NAIA district championships four ; 
times, 1969-72. Deshon's most successful squad may have Wins 12 Bruce Brushe 1977 
been the 1977 team, which finished 33-11 and third place Appearances 21 Jim Whaley 1978 
in the NCAA regionals. Deshon was honored as the NCAA Most Innings 99 Brian Brushe 1977 
Division II! Coach of the Year that season ERA 1.99 Bob Caples 1981 
Deshon received bachelor's degrees from Maine Maritime Winning Pet. 916 Bruce Lane (11-1) 1976 
and the University of Maine, and has a master’s from the 
University of Maryland. He also served as co-captain of the Career 
1960 University of Maine baseball team. Hitting 
At-bats 555 DaveFunk 1976-79 
Runs 147 DaveFunk 1976-79 
COACH DESHON’S MILESTONE WINS Hits 199 Dave Funk 1976-79 
#1 March 23,1964 SSU6, Barrington(RI) College5 ee oe Bee ee pre 
#100 April 24, 1973 SSU7, Eastern (PA) College 2 Triples 41 Jesse Plummer 1975-77 
#200 March 28, 1978 SSU7, Springfield (MA) College 4 Home Runs 21 Robin Knight 1975-78 
#300 May 8, 1982 SSU7, York (PA) College 2 21 Jeff Brubaker 1981-84 
#400 April6, 1988 SSU 13, Christopher Newport (VA) 3 RBI 129 Robin Knight 1975-78 
#450 March 18, 1992 SSU4, St. Mary's (MD) College 1 Walks 90 He Ee eects 
Average 420 Bruce Matthews - 
Brien nasde 125 ChuckHebron 1978-81 
ROBB DISBENNETT Pitching 
ASSISTANT COACH 
Despite beginning his first year as Deshon's Wins 28 Wyatt Kerley 1976-79 
assistant, Robb Disbennett is no stranger to ' Most Innings 302 Brian Brushe 1975-78 
Salisbury State University athletics. A 1986 Strikeouts 322 Phil Briggs 1966-69 


SSU graduate, Disbennett was a talented 
multi-sport prep ballplayer who was re- y 
cruited by Deshon but chose to bypass col- 
lege baseball. He subsequently became an all-American 
quarterback for the Sea Gulls. 

The District Heights, MD native will serve primarily as in- 
field and conditioning coach this season while also providing 
valuable recruiting support for the program. Deshon says: 
“Robb will add a dimension to our team that will provide 
great help.” 


1994 SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent Time 
MARCH 
5 RUTGERS/CAMDEN 1:00 
6 ST. MARY'S. 1:00 
8 TRENTON STATE 3.00 | 
9 CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT 3:00 
12 EASTERN CONNECTICUT 1:00 
13 EASTERN CONNECTICUT 1:00 
15 Virginia Wesleyan 3:00 
17 WILMINGTON 3:00 
19 KEAN (2) noon | 
20 RANDOLPH MACON 1:00 
23 WESLEY 00 
24 Gallaudet 3:00 
26 Hampden-Sydney 1:00 
27 Lynchburg 2:00 
28 Guilford 3:00 
29 Methodist 3:00 
30 Christopher Newport 3:00 
APRIL 
9 St. Mary's 1:00 
10 Mary Washington 1:00 
13 Wesley 3:00 
16 Frostburg State (2) noon 
19 Rutgers/Camden 3:30 
21 VIRGINIA WESLEYAN 3:00 
23 Allentown (2) 1:00 
24 Shenandoah (2) 12:30 
27 Rowan 3:00 
30 CATHOLIC (2) 1:00 
MAY 
4 Wilmington 3:00 
7 YORK (2) 1:00 
1 NC WESLEYAN 3:00 
Home Games - Bold Caps 
QUICK FACTS 
Location Salisbury, MD 
Founded 1925 
Enrollment 5,956 
Colors Maroon & Gold 
Nickname Sea Gulls 
Affiliation NCAA Division III 
Conference Capital Athletic (CAC) 
Home Field Sea Gull Field 
Surface Astroturf (infield), Grass (outfield) 


Director of Athletics 
Athletics Dept. Phone 
Athletics Dept. Fax 

Sports Information Director 
Sports Info. Phone 
Sports Info. Fax 

Head Coach 
Alma Mater 
Record at School, Years 
Career Record 
Coach's Phone 

Assistant Coach 

1993 Record 

Conference Record 

Lettermen Returning/Lost 

Starters Returning/Lost 


Dr. Michael Vienna 

41 548-3503 

410) 546-2639 

Paul Ohanian 

(410) 543-6016 

(410) 543-6068 
Deane Deshon 
University of Maine '60 
471-383-12 (30 years) 
same 

(410) 543-6345 

Robb Disbennett 
12-16 

2-4 (Eastern States Athletic Conf) 
13/12 

4/4 (non-pitchers) 


Top Returnees 

Brian Hollamon Jr 3B .326, 4 HR, 21 RBI, 17 runs 
David Shull Sr OF .313, 1 HR, 8 RBI, 12 runs 
Bill DeAtley Sr RHP. 3-2, 3 saves, 6.21 ERA 


